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Taipei Factory I & II
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TFC / EREBE 8 Director

10th anniversary viewpoint Arvin Chen
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The Tenth Anniversary of the Taipei Film Commission coincides almost exactly with my own decade
spent living and working in Taipei. | came back ten years ago to start making movies here, and | still
remember attending the press conference for the launch of the Taipei Film Commission in my first year
back. There was already a palpable energy in the air as a new group of young filmmakers were starting
to shoot their first films, and it was very exciting for me to learn that Taipei would soon have its own film
commission to help support local filmmaking.

Starting with my first feature, Au Revoir Taipei in 2009, the Taipei Film Commission and | have had an
ongoing collaboration that has been very important to me as a filmmaker who loves to shoot in Taipei.
They helped not only to support Au Revoir Taipei with some critical funding, but were also crucial in

helping us secure locations and work with residents so that we could shoot unhindered and achieve
our creative vision for the film. It was not an easy film to shoot at the time (we wanted to shoot in live,
crowded nightmarkets and moving subways), but somehow they managed to get us what we needed. |
think we were the first to ever shoot on the MRT subway by closing down the entire station, and to this
day, | still don’t know how they were able to get us permission. Once the film was finished, they were
also extremely helpful in helping us promote the film both locally and internationally. | know they were
especially proud when the film was able to win some awards at international film festivals, and highlight
Taipei as a cinematic city.

With my later projects such as Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow, | continued to collaborate with the
Taipei Film Commission in other ways as well, attending International Project Markets (such as The
Paris Project) with their support and promotion. More recently, I've also been working with them in other
capacities, sometimes as a teacher and lecturer, sometimes as a juror, helping younger filmmakers and
students who are starting to make their first short film projects. It’s been inspiring to see how the Taipei
Film Commission focuses on fostering new talent via these workshops and the short film competitions
that they sponsor.

As the Taipei Film Commission has continued to grow and expand, I've also seen firsthand how they
now also function as a bridge between local and international filmmakers, bringing foreign productions
to Taipei and Taiwan. It’s very exciting to see how the Taipei Film Commission is creating these new
possibilities for cross-cultural collaborations and explorations in filmmaking.
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tfc _ Filming Taipei Screenplay Competition
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tfc _ Golden Short Film Contest
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